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From the Coordinator — Bob Gordon

“Annual Conference: Consenting to Divine Love”

The International Annual Conference of Contemp&atutreach is just around the
corner. For those of us who have been preparilmgsbthis spiritually enriching event, it is has
been a time of some anxiety and much joyful apptexi. We are grateful for having been
selected to host the conference. We are a bit asMecause we want everything to be right. We
want to put our best face out front as we welconteassist our many guests.

More volunteers are still needed in the area oplakty to assist the attendees who are
coming to the Day of Enrichment on Saturday Sep&db. | ask those of you from the
Chicago area who have registered for the Saturdeyop of the conference to consider
volunteering for a part of the day in the ministfyhospitality. Please keep in mind, you will still
be able to attend the conference programs. Youtwoiss anything but you will be more
involved in the event.

If you would like to volunteer, please be award i still need to be registered in order
to attend the conference programs. Volunteeriramniact of service; and so, free registration is
not included but your act of service will be grgatppreciated.

Registration for this Conference closes Septemb8rRegister as soon as possible at
www.contemplativeoutreach.org.

If you have not yet volunteered to help, pleasaadrPenny Jaworski at
847.375.9291.

If you are a facilitator you have an opportunity $piritual enrichment that rarely comes
so close to home. | encourage you to take advamtiilds opportunity. Your value to your
centering prayer support group will be enhancegbaswill be able to offer them the graces you
have received from this event. There are still fiships available if you need financial help to
attend. A form to complete is available on our vitebatwww.centeringprayerchicago.com
underPrograms See “Financial Aid Request Form” at the bottonth@fProgramspage.
Encourage your prayer group members to attenddh& @&y conference as well especially if
you cannot attend.

| know many are making choices based on the cuemmomy. Some choices are very
difficult. Yet, there are treasures that are td@alilt to pass up. There are opportunities that ar
short lived. If you have the desire to go, | enemeryou to follow it.

Do know that the Contemplative Outreach Chicagadegeship Team is always looking
for ways to enrich your spiritual life. You and yqurayer groups are in our prayers. Let us know
how we may support your efforts.

Looking forward to meeting many of you at the @ehce.




This and That around the Chapter
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Regular periods of silence and solitude quiet the psyche, foster interior silence, and initiate the
dynamic of self-knowledge. Solitude is not primarily a place but an attitude of total commitment to
God.

Open Mind, Open Heart by Thomas Keating
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Silent Saturday : Centering Prayer
and Lectio Divina 9am — 3 pm
October 24, 2009 Immaculate
Conception, Harlem and Talcott.
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“Growing in the Practice of
Centering Prayer, Contemplative
Weekend, January 15-17, 2010,
Cabrini Center, Des Plaines.
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“The God we Seek is Closer to Us
Than We are to Ourselves”
December 4-6, 2009, Siena Center
in Racine, WI.
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Retreatants from central and southern lllinois, Wis consin and Indiana



Cold in the Prayer Room Retreat Director: Bob ~ Gordon

Intensive Participants:
Scott McCawley, Jerry King, Mary Housman, Mike Cran

e,, Michael Birkel



Post Intensive Participants: Sandy Mullaney, John Hynes, Lincoln Rice, Ted Curtis,
Allen Harper, Mary Maraist, Margie Tomlinson

An Introduction to Centering Prayer
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